Dear __________MP, 

I am writing to draw your attention to new trade deals, called Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) that are being negotiated between the European Union and some of the poorest countries in the world. The UK Parliament could play a key role in providing much needed debate on these trade deals to ensure the UK Government lives up to its promise that no developing country should be forced to liberalise their economies.  

EPAs are due to be signed at the end of this year and will set the rules of trade between Europe and African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries for decades to come. In their current form they will open up ACP markets to European goods and services, potentially damaging industries, jobs and livelihoods in these countries. This will undermine sustainable development and progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. 

I am concerned that the European Commission has gone back on its promise to provide alternative options and is instead putting ACP countries under tremendous pressure to sign up to the proposed deals by the deadline of 31 December 2007.  These trade deals have attracted criticism from a wide spectrum of organisations including ACP governments, UN bodies, the European Parliament, civil society around the world, academics and think tanks. 

I ask that you write to the Secretary of State for International Development, who has overall responsibility for delivering sustainable trade policy, asking him to ensure that the UK Government takes the following immediate steps: 

· Hold a debate on the agreements in Parliament at the earliest opportunity

· Back the recent request from West African nations that the deadline for negotiations be lifted to ensure more time to deliver pro-development deals

· Call on the European Commission not to penalise countries who do not sign an EPA by raising tariffs 1 January 2008 

· Encourage the European Commission to look urgently at alternative deals that would deliver trade justice.

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

