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Dear Mr Mandelson,

I am writing to you following the G8 summit.  As you are aware MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY has become an unprecedented movement of passion, energy and solidarity.  However we are greatly disappointed that the G8 have chosen not to do all that campaigners insist is needed.  

More action is urgently needed if rich nations are to use their power to bring about real change for the world's poorest people.  I am saddened that the G8 and the EU have not listened to or met the challenge of trade justice as clearly set out by MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY  

I am particularly disappointed about the G8’s decision not to set a date for ending the export subsidies that destroy the livelihoods of poor countries around the world.  None of the G8 countries would accept anyone dumping their excess production into their markets.  Why should the world’s poor bear the burden of export subsidies, and why does the WTO permit this?

I do not believe that there can be any morality or integrity in international politics, whilst such injustices are permitted.  There is much speculation that export subsidies may well be finally ended.  But not until 2010 or even later.  How can export subsidies be justified for a day longer when they cost such scandalous numbers of livelihoods and lives?  Please act to end the abomination of export subsidies, and show your leadership and courage by challenging other power blocks to join you.

Also, though there is language in the communiqué on letting African countries set their own trade policies, at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) rich nations continue to force open developing country markets.   Further the failure to champion legislation to regulate the social and environmental impact of multinational corporations is another area of critical failure. 

By not regulating multinational companies, forcing free trade on poor countries and dumping agricultural products the G8 have chosen not to take the necessary decisions to make poverty history.  What we have asked for is action not words.  The governments of the G8 and the EU must now urgently take action together in all trade negotiations, especially at the World Trade Organisation but also through the World Bank and International Monetary Fund to bring about trade justice, rather than being the obstacles to it as they are at present.  Specifically, please call for the end of export subsidies now, unilaterally if necessary; support the proposals of the G20 developing countries to meet their, priority, aspirations for the Doha round; enact legislation and support international initiatives to ensure that companies are held legally accountable for their social, environmental and economic impacts at home and abroad; and champion the special provisions needed by developing countries to protect their economies and the livelihoods of their peoples.

The Everything but Arms agreement shows that the European Commission can, when it is determined, demonstrate that it knows what is right and just and show world leadership.  The Commission must maintain its leadership.  I urge you to stand firm and insist that the Doha round is concluded quickly, with development as a priority, to bring an end to the tragic loss of so many lives because of unjust trade practices and policies.  A pro-poor agreement must be delivered!  

The people of the world are already on the road to justice. They expect their leaders to be with them.  I am sad to say that the G8 communiqué, and too much EU policy, has shown that they need to run much faster to catch up.

I look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,

