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You can stop climate chaos


Contd from front.





The trade deals are still unfair!

















YOU can stop climate chaos





Some time in the next few months MPs will vote to introduce the world’s first law to tackle a country’s role in causing climate change. 





 The law will set targets to get the country’s CO2 emissions down, step by step, to the level they need to get to.  The law will hopefully set the scene for other countries to follow suit.  The clock’s ticking on climate change but thanks to pressure from people like you, action is starting to happen.





The time to push to get the law right is now.





To join in the final push for a world-first, and to find out how you can help in all sorts of ways, see inside for more from Neil Kingsnorth of Friends of the Earth. 





There is still time to stop free trade deals locking Africa, the Caribbean and Pacific countries into poverty.





Since 2002, the European Union (EU) has been trying to forge Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) with 75 of its former colonies. The deals are forcing poor farmers and vulnerable producers from developing countries in direct competition with rich nations. If the agreements are not changed dramatically, they will threaten the futures of up to 750 million people.
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TJM Campaigners in London. (credit: TJM)








The EPAs are due to conclude in December 2007 and it is more important than ever to take action. 


Be part of the massive campaign across Europe and the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries affected by these unfair trade deals.  





See inside for details.








Logo from the I Count campaign








Candle-lit Vigil 2007





The Greater Manchester Trade Justice and Jubilee Debt Group are organising a public candle-lit Vigil on Thursday 13 December 2007 outside St Ann’s Church, St Ann’s Square, Manchester. 





The silent Vigil is being organised as a public expression of solidarity with those that face extreme poverty and suffering through injustice. 





Please show your support.  The Vigil will take place between 5.30pm and 6.30pm. 


More information from Chris at Oxfam.





Global Debt Week 


October 14-21








On May 4 2007, Greater Manchester TJM hosted a round table event about international development policy with Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP and Phil Bloomer, Campaigns and Policy Director for Oxfam. 





As part of Labour Party’s Britain in the World consultation process, the event saw delegates and guests discussing issues such as international institutions and the representation of developing countries, building and empowering civil society in the North and South as well as access to water and gender equality.  





The Greater Manchester TJM has completed both a summary and report of findings from the discussions.  
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Rt Hon Hilary Benn, then Secretary of State at the Department for International Development (DFID), and TJM delegates discussing the government’s policy (credit: Sam Lacey)








Greater Manchester TJM have been invited by the new Secretary of State for International Development, Douglas Alexander to formally present the report to him.  Copies will also be sent to event delegates and Labour MPs in Greater Manchester. 





By end September, the report will also be available to download from � HYPERLINK "http://www.tjm-manchester.org.uk" ��www.tjm-manchester.org.uk�

















Leading up to the World Bank/IMF autumn meeting, the Global Week of Debt Action is taking place the week October 14-21.





Jubilee Debt Campaign (JDC) is switching attention from cancelling debts because of the injustice of poverty to creditors taking responsibility for ‘illegitimate debts’. Loans that were known from the start would not be of any benefit to the poor; like for instance the burden of debts for buying arms by oppressive regimes or to fund corrupt dictatorships.





Lift the Lid is the JDC campaign calling on the UK Government to investigate outstanding loans, to weed out and eliminate all unjust debts and to also challenge the World Bank on this issue.





Cut the Strings is asking the World Bank to stop imposing harsh economic conditions (like privatisation and fees for healthcare and education) on poor countries.  Last year the UK Government rejected conditionalities and withheld funding to the World Bank until they did the same.


Take Action  - 2 things for you to do.


Please write to Minister for International Development Douglas Alexander and ask him to use the UK's financial leverage and push for the phasing out of all economic conditions attached to World Bank loans and debt relief.  In addition please ask him to take responsibility for irresponsible lending in the past and investigate all outstanding loans and to cancel all ‘illegitimate’ loans such as those that funded Indonesian arms used to suppress civil unrest.





Also please write to your MP to tell them why you think the debts should be cancelled and ask them if they think Britain should recognise its own responsibility as a creditor for irresponsible loans such as those to Indonesia.  Please ask your MP to write to Douglas Alexander and ask the Government, if Britain wants to demonstrate its own commitment to justice, why it is resisting fully investigating outstanding debts and cancelling those that were not legitimate?  





For far more information please go to  � HYPERLINK "http://www.Jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk" ��www.Jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk�


Thank you!











Britain in the World


Taking part in Labour’s Manifesto











Dear Reader, 





Thank you for reading the Autumn Bulletin from Greater Manchester Trade Justice and Jubilee Debt Group.  





As you’re probably thinking already, there are a lot of actions that you can take right now on different issues, and all about contacting your MP!!  I guess it’s the way with campaigning, a bit like waiting for a bus.  (You know what I mean)





Anyway, we at the Bulletin want to make sure you don’t feel put off taking at least one action to reduce poverty, and it doesn’t have to be one of these.  





Every action you take helps to achieve change. But if you don’t want to do something today, maybe you will tomorrow.





Whatever you do and whenever you do it, 


thank you!





EPA campaigning





‘Autumn Bulletin’ edited by:


Manuel Gomez and Chris Worrall, Oxfam – Green Fish Resource Centre, 46-50 Oldham St, Manchester M4 1LE 0161 234 2792 cworrall@oxfam.org.uk
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Campaigners at the TJM London rally in April





STOCKPORT FAIR TRADE FAIR





The Stockport Fairtrade Group’s annual Fairtrade Fair is on Sat 17th November at Stockport College ( Roland Hadlow Building ) between 1030am  and 3.30pm. It will include children’s events, a Fair Trade cafe and loads of stalls from around the country with original and exciting ranges of Fair Trade gifts. 


Lots of new stalls this year.........!





More info from


� HYPERLINK "http://www.stockport-fairtrade.org.uk" ��www.stockport-fairtrade.org.uk�








The Campaign so far…





The Trade Justice Movement is calling on the UK Government to use its full influence to stop the deals going ahead in their current form and to listen to the serious concerns of poor countries.





As part of an International day of action on April 19th 2007, the Trade Justice Movement targeted the embassies of the 26 EU members plus the UK Department for Trade and Industry and the European Commission. Together campaigners ensured they heard the message loud and clear and they would ask their governments to stop pushing unfair trade deals on the poorest countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific.




















The Climate Bill that the Government has produced is along the right lines but just isn’t good enough. 





Its target of a reduction of 60% of CO2 by 2050 is way too low – science says it should be 80-90%.  It doesn’t include aviation and shipping emissions and it sets itself interim targets that are too far apart to sustain the momentum for something like this to really work.  So it needs changes if it’s to do the job.  


 


In November 2007 the Bill will get its second reading in the House of Commons and sometime early 2008 there will be a vote on it.  Both times we need Labour MPs to know that their constituents want them to vote for a stronger law than the one that their Government has introduced.


 


There’s no doubt that it is the work of people on the ground, in their own towns and cities, putting pressure on at the local level, that has led to this Bill.  





That power needs to be harnessed again to win a law that will work and set an example to the world.  





To join in the final push, and to find out how you can help in all sorts of ways please get in touch with Neil Kingsnorth at Friends of the Earth on 0113 3899952 or neil.kingsnorth@foe.co.uk











If you decide to contact Neil, please can you tell him you read this information in the Greater Manchester TJM/JDC Bulletin.





What can you do before African, Caribbean and pacific countries get locked into poverty…?





The EPAs are due to conclude in December 2007 and it is more important than ever to take action. 





TJM has produced a briefing paper on EPAs to challenge UK government on its position. Copies of these will be sent to all MPs in October and are available on request for you to lobby your MP.





This is an urgent time for action on behalf of African, Caribbean and Pacific countries.  The UK Government must be told how unfair these agreements are.  Please take action.





If you would like copies of the TJM briefing (4 A4 sides) please contact Chris Worrall at Oxfam on 0161 234 2792 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:cworrall@oxfam.org.uk" ��cworrall@oxfam.org.uk�


 


 














Poverty and Capital





Members of the Greater Manchester Trade Justice and Jubilee Debt Group took part in the international ‘Poverty and Capital’ Conference held by Manchester University’s Brookes Institute in July this year. 





Leonith Hinojosa, member of GMTJM and international development Researcher, had her proposal to write a paper about the impact of grass roots campaigning on trade and debt accepted. She was joined by Dave Pearce and Sarah Dumpleton in writing the final submission and went on to present it at the Conference.  





Contact Chris at Oxfam for copies.
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